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Highlights of a 10/08/87 newsbrief by Witness for Peace on recent attacks by contras against civilians
appear below. [Witness for Peace (WFP) is a church-sponsored research group with offices in
Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers, many of whom are members of religious groups in the
US, are posted in communities throughout Nicaragua. Their activities are concentrated on traveling
to the sites of contra attacks and clashes between the Sandinista army and contras, where they
interview survivors. It is the only private organization that attempts systematically to investigate
every significant armed confrontation in Nicaragua.] Sept. 20: At about 12:30 p.m., contras ambushed
a civilian jeep east of the town of Condega, killing 15-year-old Wilfredo Moncado Peralta. Moncado
and a 19-year-old friend had gone to nearby La Laguna to purchase meat, and were attacked as they
returned to Condega. Condega is located on a major roadway north of Esteli. Three other people,
two women and an older man, had hitched a ride with the jeep, and sustained minor injuries during
the attack. According to Moncada's friend, who was driving the jeep at the time, the contras began
the attack with mortar shells and rifle fire on an open stretch of the road where the vehicle was
clearly identifiable. Moncada, sitting in the passenger seat, was killed instantly when a grenade
hit him in the head. The shooting blew out one of the tires on the jeep, but it managed to drive
to nearby San Diego, less than a mile away. No one interviewed by WFP could offer a possible
motivation for the attack. The tan jeep, owned by Moncada's father, was clearly a civilian vehicle,
and all the passengers were civilians. Oct. 2: Contras damaged a microwave transmission tower two
miles east of Esteli with about 30 rounds of mortar fire between 8 and 9 p.m. The attack lasted about
15 minutes, and was easily seen from Esteli. The tower is located on a hill to the east of town. Esteli
residents told WFP that about 15 Nicaraguan soldiers guarded the tower. Four soldiers were killed
in the attack, and an undetermined number were wounded, even though the contras were not able
to enter the guarded area. According to radio news reports in Esteli, the tower was repaired quickly,
and was operational by the afternoon of Saturday, October 3. In another incident on Oct. 2, contras
knocked down three electricity poles and a telephone pole near the town of La Trinidad, south of
Esteli. The incident occurred near midnight. Esteli radio reports indicated that one of the poles was
located about six yards from a residence. The pole reportedly fell on the house, injuring five children
and an older man who were inside. Radio reports also stated that electricity and water service were
cut off in La Trinidad after the poles were knocked down. Oct. 4: Six people died when a group of
20 contras fired on a civilian truck carrying 15 passengers between San Juan del Rio Coco and Patio
Grande in Nueva Segovia. After shooting the passengers, the contras burned the truck. Just after
noon on Sunday, the state-owned truck was traveling from Patio Grande where it had delivered
housing materials. Passengers included 13 unarmed civilians, one armed civilian, and one armed
soldier. According to survivors, the contras motioned to the truck to stop and then began shooting
at it. It is not known whether the armed men on the truck returned the fire. Six people, including a
two-year-old child, were killed during the shooting, and at least six were wounded, among them a
four-year-old boy. WFP interviewed the driver and his assistants, all unarmed civilians, in San Juan
del Rio Coco three days after the attack. The driver said they were taken by the contras, questioned,
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and then released. [WFP donors receive complimentary Newsbriefs, mailed third-class, upon
request. First-class subscriptions are available for $15/year from: Witness for Peace, P.O. Box 29497,
Washington, D.C. 20017.]

-- End --
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